
BELLE PLAINE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING  
FEBRUARY 11, 2019 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Vice Chair Pankonin led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER. 1.1. Roll Call. 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission met in Regular Session on Monday, February 11, 2019 at City Hall 
218 North Meridian Street, Belle Plaine, MN. Vice Chair Pankonin called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM 
with Commissioners Ryan Herrmann and Omni Kiecker present. Commissioners Carter and Cauley were 
not present. 
 
Also present were Community Development Director Smith Strack, City Administrator Meyer and Council 
Liaison Chard.  
 
2. OATH OF OFFICE. 

1. Omni Kiecker 
 

Commissioner Kiecker read the Oath of Office.  
 

 
3.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Vice Chair Pankonin called for nominations of officers.  
 
1. Chair 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Kiecker, to nominate Ashby Carter as 
Chair. 
 
Pankonin called for any other nominations. No other nominations were made. ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION 
CARRIED.  
 
2. Vice Chair 
 
Commissioner Kiecker called for nominations for Vice Chair.  
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Herrmann, to nominate Ashley Cauley as 
Vice Chair.  
 
Kiecker called for any other nominations. No other nominations were made. ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION 
CARRIED.  
 
3. Secretary 

 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Herrmann to nominate Omni Kiecker as 
Secretary.  
 
Kiecker called for any other nominations. No other nominations were made.  ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION 
CARRIED.  
 
Commissioner Kiecker presided over the rest of the meeting. 
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4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Herrmann, to approve the agenda as 
presented. ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  5.1. Regular Session Minutes of January 14, 2019. 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Herrmann, to approve the Regular 
Session Minutes of January 14, 2019. ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
6. RECOGNITION OF INVOLVED CITIZENS. 
Persons may make statements to the Planning Commission pertaining to items not on the agenda. 
Maximum of three (3) minutes per speaker. No official action will be taken. 
 
No one stepped forward. 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS. None. 
 
8. BUSINESS.  
8.1. Lot Combination and Vacation of Drainage and Utility Easement on Common Lot Line Lots 1-

2, Block 2 Belle Plaine School Plat. 
 
Community Development Director Smith Strack explained The City owns lots 1 & 2, Block 2 Belle Plaine 
School Plat. The lots are the subject site of the aquatic center. Smith Strack noted the City proposes lot 
combination of the lot and easement vacation. A certificate of survey illustrating the lot combination and 
proposed easement vacation was included in the packet. Smith Strack explained City Council is set to act 
on the combination at the February 19 City Council meeting. Although not required, past practice has 
been for the Planning Commission to provide comment on easement vacations and lot combination 
requests. Smith Strack noted lot combination is not included in Code but the City has traditionally 
approved such requests by Resolution. Smith Strack noted the Planning and Zoning Commission may 
consider amending the zoning code for lot combinations at a future date. Commissioner Herrmann 
inquired if utilities are currently running through the easement. Smith Strack explained no utilities run 
through the easement.  
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Herrmann, to recommend the Council 
approve Lot Combination and Vacation of Drainage and Utility Easement on Common Lot Lines Lots 1-2, 
Block 2 Belle Plaine School Plat.  
 
8.2. Resolution 19-002 – Resolution Recommending Approval of Ordinance 19-02 Pertaining To 

Outdoor Sidewalk Cafes.  
 
Community Development Director Smith Strack explained outdoor sidewalks currently are not noted in the 
City Code. Smith Strack explained discussion with Chief Stolee resulted in opposition of separating the 
seating area from the adjacent building. Smith Strack explained Chief Stolee noted safety issues with 
having seated people next to moving vehicles, Stolee also cited an issue with liquor license and 
separation of seating with the building. Smith Strack noted Design Committee, Public Works Committee, 
Public Safety Committee, and EDA Commission have all reviewed and commented on Ordinance 19-02.  
 
Commissioner Kiecker explained she has heard both positive and negative comments regarding the 
potential sidewalk café allowance. Kiecker noted her approval on the detailed language. Commissioner 
Herrmann inquired if parking will be allowed in the remaining parking area. Community Development 
Director Smith Strack explained no parking will be allowed. Herrmann suggested barriers to prevent 
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parking of compact cars. Smith Strack agreed a barrier or visual direction will be needed on a case by 
case bases. Commissioner Pankonin suggested the remaining area could be motorcycle only parking.  
 
MOTION by Commissioner Pankonin, second by Commissioner Kiecker to approve Resolution 19-002: 
Resolution Recommending Approval of Ordinance 19-02 Pertaining to Outdoor Sidewalk Cafes. ALL 
VOTED AYE. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
8.3. Discussion: Casey’s Sign Package Review 
 
Community Development Director Smith Strack explained Casey’s General Store has submitted an initial 
sign package for consideration. Smith Strack noted the store has waived the right for quick review under 
Mn. Statutes. The sign package includes signage for gas and diesel fueling canopies and a “CAT Scale” 
sign. Smith Strack noted canopy signage is not provided for within the sign code but is existing at other 
convenience stores in Belle Plaine. Smith Strack requested direction on how to process the Casey’s Sign 
request. Option one would be a sign code amendment, option two would be internal staff review or 
Planning review under ‘master sign plan’ standards, and option three would be the submittal of a variance 
request.  
 
Council Liaison Chard inquired on the placement of the free-standing signage. Community Development 
Director Smith Strack explained placement of a pylon sign is in the south east corner of the lot. 
Commissioner’s Pankonin and Herrmann are of the opinion the City and Commission should be easy to 
work with. Herrmann inquired if the applicant is aware of the option to go 50 foot. Smith Strack explained 
numerous conversations have been had and the Applicant is aware of the option to pursue a variance to 
accommodate a 50’ pylon sign. Strack noted the Applicant is aware McDonald’s and the hotel have 50’ 
signs accommodated through variances.  
 
MOTION by Commissioner Kiecker, second by Commissioner Pankonin, to move forward with 
administration review of the Casey’s sign package including canopy and “CAT scale” elements under 
master sign plan standards. ALL VOTED. AYE. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
8.4. Discussion: Residential Density. 
 
Community Development Director Smith Strack reviewed residential density allowances with a power 
point presentation. Smith Strack noted the presentation was for information only and the Commission 
may want to review lot size and width requirements in residential districts in the future. Items covered 
were net residential density calculation basics and a breakdown of what each district accommodates in 
terms of net density and where those residential districts are located within the City.  
 
Commissioner Herrmann inquired if accessory dwellings are counted into the city’s residential density. 
Community Development Director Smith Strack explained accessory dwellings are counted with the main 
dwelling. Commissioner Pankonin suggested looking into minimizing lot setbacks, a suggestion brought 
forward a few years back by a local developer. Council Liaison Chard inquired if developers are looking 
for smaller lots. Smith Strack explained developers are looking for flexibility noting a possible review of 
the R-7 district maximum density of 14 dwelling units per acre.  
 
9. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS. 
9.1. Commissioner Comments. 
 
Commissioner Pankonin expressed gratitude for the work of the last board.  
 
9.2. Director’s Report. 
 
Community Development Director Smith Strack highlighted items on the Directors report.  
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9.3. Upcoming Meetings. 

1. Next Regular Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Monday March 11, 2019. 
 
The Commissioners were reminded of the upcoming meetings as listed.  
 
10. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Herrmann, second by Commissioner Pankonin, to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 
PM. ALL VOTED AYE. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Renee Eyrich 
       Recording Secretary 
 


