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Message fromthe Mayor: Supporting Our Town!

Christopher G. Meyer – Mayor

A

s I write this article, I am also in the process of putting
together a few thoughts for a talk that I will be giving
at the upcoming EDA/Chamber Annual Gala. This event is
an opportunity for city leaders, business owners, Chamber
of Commerce members, and City Staff to come together
and celebrate the accomplishments of our local business
community. For the most part this is a very exciting occasion
to take part in as we consider the great things that can happen
when people come together and work towards the common
good of a project, or in this case a community. I would be
remiss if we did not look at the changes and challenges that
have come along in a year’s time. Looking
back at the businesses that have closed due to
the lack of business, ownership retirement, or
relocation, these closings can have a very real
and immediate impact on the local economy in
terms of money spent in the community, as well
as lost jobs. As society continues to change
and does more business online, we are further
challenged to retain the retail and service
businesses that currently make a home in our community. An
increase in empty storefronts have the potential of creating a
negative image for the community. When traveling through
other communities and driving through their business districts
and commercial business areas, a person can quickly form
an opinion about the community. Many times these situations
are beyond the control of the local government or its citizens,
but are very real issues that need to be front and center.
So with this in mind, and as I have said before, we as
citizens have to support our local businesses. Our retail base
has continued to decline with the giant online retailers taking
over and making it increasingly tough for those in town who
are working in that space. Please get out and support these

businesses. I continually hear from people about all of the
businesses that they would like to have in town without the
thought of what it takes to open a business – emotionally
and financially. We lost a business this past year and in
discussions with the owner I learned that the operating
budget for the business was based on 150 people a day
spending between $5.00 and $7.00 a day. In a city of over
7,000 residents and then adding in the population of the local
townships, that goal does not seem to be too far out of reach.
Sadly, this target was not achieved and the outcome was a
closed business along with the loss of several jobs.
So, as you plan your purchases, whether it is
retail or other services, please consider our local
business community first. Sometimes, there are
services such as medical insurance and other
specific needs that are driven by outside forces
that limit where we purchase these products and
services. However, I do know that there are many
times that this is not the case and we feel it is
easier to buy products elsewhere. Remember to
“support those that support us”.
In closing, I would like to ask that we all remember Waseca
Police Officer Arik Matson as his recovery continues. Even
though Waseca is not our immediate neighbor, it is a city
very similar in size to Belle Plaine and reminds us that tragic
events like this one can happen anywhere.
The new hockey and skating rink are now open as long as
Mother Nature allows us to have ice. As the daylight continues
to get longer and the temperatures are climbing, get outside
and enjoy our city. Support our “favorite hometown” and keep
striving to make it an even better place to call home!

“support
our local
businesses...”

?? ? Ask Your Mayor - ? ? ?

We are featuring a new segment in the newsletter called
“Ask Your Mayor”. Perhaps you have wondered about
the history of particular City organization like the Fire
Department or how parks are designated. This is an
opportunity for residents to ask questions of our Mayor and
learn more about Belle Plaine. Email City Hall at cityhall@
ci.belleplaine.mn.us by the 15th of each month, and include
“Ask the Mayor” in your subject line. The Mayor will answer
questions each month to total 20 for the year celebrating
2020, so be sure to get your question in early!

Are You Ready For the Presidential Primary?

T

he Presidential Primary Election Day is March 3,
2020. All Belle Plaine city residents will vote at the City
Hall Council Chambers, 218 Meridian Street North. The
purpose of the presidential primary is to nominate major
political party presidential candidates. Previously, this was
done through the caucus system. For this reason, when
voting at the presidential primary election, voters must
choose the ballot of their political party. Only two political
parties will have a presidential primary ballot. How a voter
voted on the ballot will be secret, however the political party
that the voter selected may be provided by the Minnesota
Secretary of State if requested by the Chair of each major
political party.
The MN Secretary of State website is an election
resource. The site allows voters to check their registration,
register to vote, and find their polling location. www.sos.
state.mn.us/elections-voting/how-elections-work/
presidential-primary. All voters are encouraged to verify
their voter registration now. If your address has changed or
if you did not vote in the last election, you will need to reregister.
The presidential primary election has absentee ballots
available now through March 2, 2020 at the Scott County
Highway Department building (new location) or voters can
apply for a ballot online at www.sos.state.mn.us.
If you are interested in being an election judge in 2020,
the requirements and applications are available at City
Hall or on the City’s website www.belleplainemn.com/
elections.

SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR DESIGN
COMMITTEE

The Belle Plaine City Council is seeking applicants for
positions on the Design Committee. The per diem is $40 per
meeting. Interested persons may download an application at
www.belleplainemn.com or pick one up at City Hall.
Vacancies

First Monday | 5:15 p.m.

Two

This Way or That Way?
Finding your way in Belle Plaine has recently become
a bit easier. Public Works staff
have installed several directional
signs along busy routes.
Passersby will notice signs
pointing the way to different
places like the library, schools,
and City Hall.
Wayfinding signage
plans were developed
by the Design
Committee several
years ago. Public
Works Superintendent
Alan Fahey and
representatives
from Scott County
Transportation worked
together to determine
appropriate locations
for the signs.

Registered voters must be:
•
•
•
•

Monthly Meeting Date & Time

A U.S. citizen
At least 18 years of age on Election Day
A resident of Minnesota for 20 days
Finished with all parts of any felony sentence

Snow Removal Regulations
Parking will not be permitted on residential streets when
snow has accumulated to a depth of one-half (½) inch or
more. Downtown parking will be posted as NO PARKING
during a snow emergency.

February 2020 Government Calendar

City Council Contacts:
Mayor, Christopher G. Meyer
cmeyer@ci.belleplaine.mn.us
Paul Chard
pchard@ci.belleplaine.mn.us
Cary Coop
ccoop@ci.belleplaine.mn.us
Renee LeMieux
rlemieux@ci.belleplaine.mn.us
Patricia Krings
pkrings@ci.belleplaine.mn.us
Belle Plaine City Hall
cityhall@ci.belleplaine.mn.us

612-756-0662

3

612-685-8873

10

612-964-1008
952-356-4126
952-836-4302
952-873-5553

218 N. Meridian St. • P. O. Box 129 • Belle Plaine, MN 56011
Phone: 952-873-5553 • Fax: 952-873-5509

11
13
17
18

Design Committee.....................................5:15 p.m.
City Council............................................... 6:30 p.m.
EDA........................................................... 5:00 p.m.
Planning Commission............................... 6:30 p.m.
Public Safety............................................. 7:30 a.m.
Public Works............................................. 9:00 a.m.
President’s Day......................... City Offices Closed
Parks Commission (tentative)................... 5:00 p.m.
City Council............................................... 6:30 p.m.

w w w.belleplainemn.com

