
    MEMORANDUM 

DATE: January 14, 2019 
 
TO: Chairperson Carter, Members of the Planning Commission, and Administrator Meyer  
 
FROM: Cynthia Smith Strack, Community Development Director  
 
RE: Agenda Item 6.3: Ordinance 19-03: Nuisance Code Update 

 
 

REQUEST: Recommendation to City Council – Ordinance 19-03 An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing 
Chapter 400 of the City Code Pertaining To Nuisances, Offenses, and Restrictions.  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

City staff, the City Attorney, and the City Council have reviewed the attached code amendment pertaining to 
nuisances. The Planning Commission previously reviewed the draft language and developed language pertaining 
to native landscapes which has been inserted into the proposed code amendment. Please find attached 
Ordinance 19-03, An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing Chapter 400 of the City Code Pertaining to Nuisances, 
Offenses, and Restrictions.   
 
The draft language includes: 
 

1. A definition for a ‘public nuisance’. 
 

2. A list of public nuisances affecting health: 
 Rotting vegetation or animal material. 
 Stagnant water pooling. 
 Accumulations of junk/rubbish 
 Pollution from sewage, industrial waste 
 Dense smoke, dust, noxious fumes, gas, soot, etc. 
 Diseased animals at-large. 
 Noxious weeds and rank growth of vegetation (with exceptions). 
 Outdoor wood burning furnaces used for heating principal or accessory dwellings. 
 Diseased, unsound, or structurally deficient trees. 
 Transporting of diseased wood without permission from City. 
 Uncontrolled erosion, sedimentation, tracking of material, etc. 
 Selling food items without proper license/permit. 

 
3. A list of public nuisances affecting peace and safety: 

 Obstructions of intersections, ROW, sidewalks. 
 Accumulation of rain, ice, snow on sidewalks or the same on buildings which could fall onto 

sidewalks. 
 Dangerous, unguarded machinery in public places or situated on private property so as to 

constitute an ‘attractive nuisance’.  
 Inappropriate collection or distribution of wastewater. 
 Uncovered wells, holes, and excavations. 
 Obstruction of waterways, stormwater collection systems, etc. 
 Littering. 
 Placing snow, garbage, leaves, grass clippings, etc. in the public ROW. 
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 Altering drainage of public streets, alleys, sidewalks without a permit. 
 Storing or accumulating explosives, inflammable liquids, and other dangerous substances or 

materials in a matter or an amount not provided by law or code. 
 Repairing vehicles in public streets or alleys, except emergency repairs. 
 Unauthorized signs.   

 
4. A list of light nuisances: 

 Glare. 
 Light intensity exceeding certain levels. 

 
5. A list of public nuisances affecting welfare and the visual environment: 

 Junk, unlicensed, inoperable motor or recreational vehicles. 
 Outside storage in excess of that allowed under Section 1107.08 of the Code. 
 Parking on grass or dirt surfaces. 
 Grass, weeds more than eight inches tall, exceptions for native plantings, rural roadway sections, 

bluffs, shoreland, rivers, ravines, natural parks/preserves, wetland/wetland buffers, etc.  
 

6. A process for abatement of nuisances: 
 Certain nuisances (as noted in nuisance lists) are subject to immediate abatement. 
 Enforcement is performed by: Community Development Dept (lead), City Administrator, Public 

Works Superintendent, Police Chief, etc.  
 Process (if not subject to immediate abatement): Goal is voluntary compliance within specified 

period. Inspection, documentation, decision of whether or not a nuisance is present; contact 
property owner; send letter – abatement notice; re-inspection; enforcement hierarchy. Process for 
hearing if dispute presence of nuisance. 

 
7. Enforcement tools: 

 Stop work orders. 
 Abatement. 
 Civil remedy. 
 Criminal citation. 
 Injunctive relief. 

 
The City Council following review of the draft in work session on December 17, 2018 referred the Ordinance to 
the Planning Commission for recommendation.  
 
 
ACTION: 
 
The Planning Commission is make a recommendation on Ordinance 19-03 to the City Council. Attached 
Resolution 19-003 is provided for action.    
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CITY OF BELLE PLAINE 
ORDINANCE 19-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 400 OF THE CITY CODE 

PERTAINING TO NUISANCES, OFFENSES, AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLE PLAINE ORDAINS: 
 
 

Section 1.  Chapter 400 of the City Code is hereby repealed in its entirety 
and replaced with the following:  
 
 
SECTION 400.00 NUISANCES, OFFENSES, AND RESTRICTIONS. 
 

400.01  Public Nuisance Defined. 
400.02  Public Nuisance Affecting Health. 
400.03  Public Nuisances Affecting Peace and Safety. 
400.04  Light Nuisances. 
400.05  Public Nuisances Affecting Welfare and Visual Environment. 
400.06  Abatement of Public Nuisances. 
400.07  Enforcement. 

 
 
400. 01  PUBLIC NUISANCE DEFINED.   
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain a public nuisance by his or her act or failure to 
perform a legal duty, and for purposes of this Section, a public nuisance shall be defined as any 
of the following: (1) maintaining or permitting a condition which unreasonably annoys, injures or 
endangers the safety, health, morals, comfort or repose of any considerable number of members 
of the public; or, (2) interfering with, obstructing or rendering dangerous for passage, any street, 
public right-of-way, or waters used by the public; or, (3) any other act or omission declared by law 
to be a public nuisance. 
 
400. 02  PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING HEALTH.   
 
The following shall be hereby declared to be nuisances affecting health: 

 
A.  Exposed accumulation of decayed or unwholesome food or vegetable matter. This condition 

may be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 
B.  All ponds or pools of stagnant water, except private or municipal ponds and the like that are 

maintained for the purpose of storm water retention or treatment.  
 
C.  Carcasses of animals not buried or destroyed within 24 hours after death. This condition may 

be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 
D.  Accumulations of litter, offal, dirt, yard cleanings, manure, rubbish, garbage, tin cans, bottles, 

junk, debris, decayed food or vegetable matter, waste, soil, sand, stones, paper, or other 
materials which are kept so as to result in offensive odors, unsightly conditions, 
dangerous conditions, or excessive manifestation of insects or rodents to the discomfort 
of adjacent property owners or the public, except as expressly authorized by statute or 
ordinance. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this 
Section. 
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E.  Garbage cans which are not insect-tight, rodent free, or which are accessible to animals. 
 
F.  The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream or lake, canal or body of water by sewage, 

industrial waste, or other substances. 
 
G.  Dense smoke, dust, noxious fumes, gas or soot, or cinders, in unreasonable quantities. 
 
H.  All diseased animals running at large. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement 

as defined in this Section. 
 
I.  Any offensive trade or business as defined by statute for which a license has not been issued 

by the City of Belle Plaine.  
 
J.  All noxious weeds and/or rank growth of vegetation. This condition may be subject to 

immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 

K.  Throwing, dumping, or depositing on private or public property: dead animals, manure, 
garbage, waste, decaying matter, ground, sand, stones, ashes, rubbish, tin cans, bottles, 
paper or other materials of any kind or the dumping of the contents of any cesspool, 
septic tank, or garbage can except at places authorized by law. 

 
L.  Installing or allowing the installation of any equipment, device, appliance, apparatus, or any 

part thereof, which is installed, affixed, or situated outdoors or in structures not normally 
occupied by humans for the primary purpose of combustion of fuel to produce heat or 
energy used as a component of a heating system.  

 
M.  Fallen trees, fallen tree limbs, dead trees, and dead tree limbs which in the opinion of the 

Superintendent of Public Works or Designee constitute a health, safety, or fire hazard or 
threaten the public welfare.  

 
N.  Trees on public or private property which the Superintendent of Public Works or Designee 

finds to have structural defects in the roots, trunk, stem, or branches that may cause the 
tree or a part of the tree to fail, and such failure may cause property damage or personal 
injury.  

 
O.  Any diseased or unsound trees growing, standing, or stored upon any lot or parcel of land in 

the City.  
 
P.  Transporting of diseased-bearing wood without having obtained permission from the 

Superintendent of Public Works or Designee, unless the disease-bearing wood is being 
transported directly to a sanitary landfill or other lawful place of disposition. This condition 
may be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 

 
Q.  Failing to take appropriate measures to contain or allowing any soil or other debris to wash or 

erode from private property or construction sites onto the public street, drainage system, 
adjacent property, ponds, wetlands, ravines, or waterways. This condition may be subject 
to immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 

R.  Hazardous buildings as defined by Minnesota Statutes Chapter 463, as may be amended. 
 
S.  Selling of food items without proper licenses/permits. This condition may be subject to 

immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 
 
 

400.03  PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY.   
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The following shall be declared to be nuisances affecting public peace and safety; 

 
A.  Obstruction of an intersection by trees, hedges, signs, billboards, or other obstructions placed 

or located within a sight triangle. A sight triangle shall be defined as a triangle formed at 
the intersection of any street right-of-way lines by a straight line drawn between said 
right-of-way lines at a distance along each line of thirty (30) feet from their point of 
intersection. Conformance shall not require the destruction or removal of any building. 

 
B.  Causing or permitting wires or limbs of trees to hang lower than eight (8) feet to the surface of 

a sidewalk or street or otherwise create a danger to pedestrians or vehicles.  
 

C.  All unnecessary noises and annoying vibrations. 
 

D.  Obstructions and excavations affecting the ordinary use by the public of streets, alleys, 
sidewalks, or public grounds except under any conditions as shall be permitted by this 
Code or other applicable law. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement as 
defined in this Section. 
 

E.  Radio or television antennae erected or maintained in a dangerous manner; 
 

F.  Any use of property abutting, on a public street or sidewalk or any use of a public street or 
sidewalk which causes large crowds of people to gather, obstructing traffic and the free 
uses of the streets or sidewalks. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement 
as defined in this Section. 
 

G.  All hanging signs, awnings and other similar structures over streets and sidewalks, or so 
situated so as to endanger the public safety, or not constructed and maintained as 
provided by ordinance. 

 
H.  The allowing of rain water, ice or snow to fall from any building or structure upon any street or 

sidewalk or to flow across any sidewalk. This condition may be subject to immediate 
abatement as defined in this Section. 

 
I.  Any barbed wire fence less than six feet above the ground and within three feet of a public 

sidewalk or way. 
 

J.  All dangerous, unguarded machinery in any public place, or so situated or operated on private 
property as to attract the public. 

 
K.  Wastewater cast upon or permitted to run upon streets or other public property. This condition 

may be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this Section. 
 

L.  Accumulations in the open of discarded or disused machinery, household appliances, 
             automobile bodies, or other material, in a manner conducive to the harboring of insects, 

rats, mice, snakes, or vermin, or to fire, health or safety hazards from such accumulation, 
or from the rank growth of vegetation among the items so accumulated. 

 
M.  Any well, hole, or similar excavation which is left uncovered or in such other condition as to 

constitute a hazard to any person coming on the premises where it is located. 
 

N.  Obstruction to the free flow of water in a natural waterway or a public street drain, gutter, or 
ditch with trash or other materials. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement 
as defined in this Section. 
 

0.  The placing or throwing on any street, sidewalk or other public property of items including, but 
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not limited to, glass, tacks, nails, bottles, or other substance which may injure any person 
or animal or damage any pneumatic tire when passing over the substance. 

 
P.  The depositing of garbage or refuse on a public right-of-way or an adjacent private property. 

 
Q.  Placing entrance culverts or doing any act which may alter or affect the drainage of public 

streets or alleys or the surface or grade of public streets, alleys, or public sidewalks 
except as provided under a proper and valid permit. 

 
R.  All snow and ice not removed from the public sidewalks within 24 hours after the snow or 

other precipitation causing the condition has ceased to fall.  This condition may be 
subject to immediate abatement as defined in this Section.  

 
S.  The keeping of horses, cattle, swine, sheep, goats, rabbits, dogs, or other animals or fowl so 

as to result in offensive odors to the discomfort of adjacent property owners, or allowing 
any animal or fowl to run at large which means off the premises of the owner and not 
under control. 

 
T.  All explosives, inflammable liquids, and other dangerous substances or materials stored or 

accumulated in any matter or in any amount other than that provided by law or code.  
 
U.  Making repairs to motor vehicles or tires in public streets or alleys, excepting only emergency 

repairs which will not unduly impede or interfere with traffic. 
 
V. Throwing, placing, depositing, or burning leaves, trash, lawn clippings, seeds, grass, or other 

material in the streets, alleys, or street gutters.  
 
W.  Erecting, painting, or placing of an unauthorized sign of any type in streets, boulevards, or 

alleys or on sidewalks except for those authorized under permit or code or placed by 
governmental jurisdictions. 

 
X.  The deposit of snow or ice, removed from private property, onto a public street, alley, or 

sidewalk.  
 
Y.  All other conditions, acts, or things which are liable to cause injury to persons or property.  

  
 
400. 04  LIGHT NUISANCES.   
 
The following regulations shall apply to the use of exterior lights and light control devices. Lenses, 
deflectors, shields, louvers, and prismatic control devices may be used so as to eliminate 
nuisances lighting. It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to use exterior lights 
and light control devices as listed below:  
 
A.  Exterior lighting arranged or designed so as to create direct, uninterrupted, unshielded viewing 

angles of the illumination source within the principal structure of a contiguous property. 
 
B.  Exterior lighting arranged or designed so as to create direct, uninterrupted, unshielded viewing 

angles of the illumination source by pedestrian or vehicular traffic in a public right of way.  
 
D.  Any light or combination of lights which cast light on a public street exceeding one (1) foot 

candle (meter reading) as measured from the center line of said street.  
 
E.  Any light or combination of lights which cast light on residential property exceeding four (4) 

foot candles (meter reading) as measured from said property. 
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400.05. PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING WELFARE AND VISUAL ENVIRONMENT.  
 
It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance for any person having control over any property in the 
City to permit or maintain on such property: 
 
A. Outside storage of junk vehicles. Except that one (1) vehicle may be stored or parked on the 

private property of the owner for the purposes of making repairs for a period not to 
exceed fourteen (14) days. Junk automobiles are defined as any motor vehicle or part of 
a motor vehicle which is stored in the open that is either: (1) Unusable or inoperable 
because of lack of or defects in component parts, (2) Unusable or inoperable because of 
damage from collisions, deterioration, alterations, or other factors, (3) Reasonably 
beyond repair and, therefore, not intended for future use as a motor vehicle, or (4) being 
retained on the property for use for salvageable parts.  

 
B.  Outside storage of unlicensed motor vehicles or those with expired license tabs.  
 
C.  Outside storage of discarded or disused machinery or wrecked or inoperable recreational 

vehicles, boats, recreational equipment, powersport vehicles or equipment, lawn mowers, 
snow blowers, trailers, and similar items whether items are intact or reduced to portions 
thereof.  

 
D. Outside storage, in aggregate, of more than three (3) of the following items on one property at 

any one time: recreational vehicles (as defined in Section 1107.08 of the Code as may be 
amended and pertaining to outside, exterior storage), lawn mowers, snow blowers, and 
similar items.    

 
E. Outside storage of any other materials or equipment which may cause blight or an unsightly 

neighborhood condition.  
 
F.  Parking of motor vehicles, sport or recreational vehicles, sport or recreational equipment, 

trailers, and similar items on or over grass or dirt surfaces.  
 
G.  Any grass or weeds, whether noxious as defined by law or not, growing upon any lot or parcel 

of land in the City of Belle Plaine to a height greater than eight (8) inches, except as 
defined below. This condition may be subject to immediate abatement as defined in this 
Section.   
 
1.  Non-noxious weeds and grass in wetland areas, including wetland buffers. 
 
2.  Non-noxious weeds, grasses, and herbaceous vegetation that are within fifty (50) feet 
of designated stormwater ponds (or their required buffers whichever are greater), natural 
or altered creeks, rivers, streams, bluffs, and ravines.  
 
3.  Agricultural fields and crops that are planted, maintained, and harvested according to 
normal farming practices. 
 
4.  Temporary erosion control grasses. 
 
5.  Native prairie and/or natural landscapes are subject to the following limitations: 
 

A. Native prairie and/or natural landscapes are planned, intentional, maintained, 
and designated areas where native plants are being or have been planted.  
 

B. Native plants are grasses, wildflowers, forbs, ferns, and shrubs that are plant 
species native to or naturalized to the state of Minnesota, excluding prohibited 
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exotic species, as defined by Minnesota Statutes Chapter 84D. Native plants do 
not include weeds.  
 

C. Native prairie and/or natural landscapes include areas illustrated on official 
landscape plans which are required under the development review process, as 
approved by the City.   
 

D. Native prairie and natural areas within a distinct, defined landscape area on a 
single or two-family residential parcel are allowed subject to a landscape plan 
being drafted, submitted, and approved administratively by the City. Said 
landscape plan shall at a minimum illustrate areas proposed for native plantings 
and/or natural landscapes, species proposed for planting, proposed maintenance 
of the area, and proposed planting border/edging. When drafting landscape 
plans, applicants are encouraged to consult with resource providers, including 
but not limited to, Scott County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Representatives and persons with specific, demonstrated knowledge of native 
plantings and natural landscapes. Said landscape plans are subject to the 
following limitations:  

 
1. The native plantings and/or natural landscaped areas must be located on 

private property. 
 

2. Native planting and/or natural landscaped areas shall occupy no more 
than fifty percent of the pervious surface area of the parcel excluding 
natural wooded areas, bluffs, wetlands, water bodies, ravines, and rain 
gardens.  
 

3. Native planting and/or natural landscaped areas shall be set back from 
property lines by at least five feet. The setback is not required where: 

 
a. The defined landscape area abuts a similar private or public 

landscape area,  
b. The defined landscape area abuts a wetland, pond, bluff, ravine, 

or waterway,  
c. A fully opaque fence at least four feet in height is installed along 

the lot line adjoining the planned landscape area. 
 

4. Native planting and/or natural landscapes must be maintained so as to 
not include unintended vegetation.  
 

5. Native planting and/or natural landscapes, after being established, must 
be maintained at least once per year through mowing or, if appropriate 
permits are obtained, burning. 

 
6. Native planting and/or natural landscapes shall not include turf-grass 

lawns left unattended for the purpose of returning to a natural state. 
 

6.  Grass and non-noxious weed vegetation growing in areas designated by the City as a 
natural preserve or park. 
 
7.  Grass, non-noxious weed vegetation and ornamental grasses growing on natural or 
altered slopes that are steeper than 2:1.  
 
8.  Rural sections or unmanicured sections of public right-of-way.   
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400.06  ABATEMENT OF PUBLIC NUISANCES.   
 
Subd. 1.  This section shall apply to the abatement of all public nuisances, except that the City 
may use any other abatement procedure provided by law or pursue immediate abatement as 
provided herein. 
 
Subd. 2.  Enforcement. The following officials are authorized to enforce provisions of this 
Chapter: the City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, Community 
Development Director, and/or Building Official or their designee. 
 
Subd. 3.  Inspections. The City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, 
Community Development Director, and/or Building Official or their designee shall cause to be 
inspected all public and private places within the City which might contain a public nuisance 
as defined in this section as often as practical to determine whether the public nuisances exist. 
 
Subd. 4. Entry on public and private places. If a property owner refuses right of entry, the City 
Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, Community Development Director, 
and/or Building Official or their designee, shall obtain a search warrant or other appropriate court 
order. In cases of "emergency," defined as conditions or circumstances that pose a threat of harm 
to persons or property to the extent that abatement is immediately necessary, the court action 
shall not be required. 
 
Subd. 5. Order to abate. 
 
A.  Upon a determination by the City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, 

Community Development Director, and/or Building Official or other agent designated by 
the City that a public nuisance exists on any public or private property designated City 
representative shall order the public nuisance to be abated in a manner consistent with 
this code. The affected property owner shall be notified in person or by postal mail that 
the nuisance must be abated within a reasonable time from the date of the service of the 
notice.  

 
B.  If the premises are not occupied and the address of the owner is unknown, service on the 

owner may be had by posting a copy of the notice on the premises.  
 
C.  The order notice shall state the specific nature of the violation and the requirements for 

compliance.  
 
D.  The order notice shall inform the property owner that the property owner may, within ten (10) 

days of the date of the order, request a hearing before the Planning Commission and the 
order notice shall set forth the procedure by which the hearing may be requested.  

 
E.  The order notice shall further state that failure to abate the nuisance or to request a hearing 

within the applicable time period will result in issuance of a citation, or other abatement 
procedure whereby cost of the abatement shall be assessed against the property.  

 
Subd. 6. Upon expiration of the time required by the order notice, the designated City 
representative may issue a citation, abate, or cause to abate the nuisance, unless a request for 
hearing has been timely filed. 
 
Subd. 7. Court order. If the Council determines it is in the best interests of the City to immediately 
abate the nuisance at the City' s expense, the Council shall by motion direct City staff to obtain an 
appropriate court order approving entry onto the property and directing the abatement of the 
nuisance. The City may ask the court to approve the City' s cost of abatement and order that the 
cost be spread on the property benefitted as an assessment and certified to the County Auditor 
for collection. 
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Subd. 8. Immediate abatement. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the City, without notice or 
other process, from immediately abating any condition that poses an imminent and serious 
hazard to human life or safety, or from immediately abating any of the conditions described in 
herein, if the City determines, in its discretion, that the public interest would be served by 
immediate abatement.   
 
Subd. 9. Hearing.  
 
A. Application and notification. Any property owner who feels aggrieved by any order issued 

pursuant to this Section by the City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public 
Works, Community Development Director, and/or Building Official or other agent 
designated by the City may request a hearing before the City Council. The request shall 
be filed in writing with the City Administrator within ten (10) days after the date of the 
service of the notice by a City agent. A notice of the time, place and purpose of the 
hearing shall be published in the City' s official newspaper at least ten days prior to the 
date of the hearing. A copy of the notice shall be mailed at least ten days before the day 
of the hearing to the applicant and to each owner of property abutting the subject 
property. 

 
B.  Hearing procedure. Both the property owner and representatives for the City may appear at 

the hearing and may call the witnesses and present the evidence as deemed to be 
relevant. Within ten business days after the hearing, the Council shall affirm, repeal or 
modify the order of the City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, 
Community Development Director, and/or Building Official or other agent designated by 
the City. The Council order shall be accompanied by written findings 
of fact.  
 

Subd. 10. Record of costs. The City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, 
Community Development Director, and/or Building Official or other agent designated by the City 
shall keep a record of the costs of abatement and shall report to the City Administrator or 
designee all work done for which assessments are to be made, stating and certifying the 
description of the land, lots or parcels involved and the amount assessable to each. 
 
Subd. 11.  Assessment procedure. On or before November 15 of each year, the City 
Administrator or designee shall list the total unpaid charges for each abatement against each 
separate lot or parcel to which they are attributable under this Section. The Council may then 
spread the charges, or any portion thereof, against the property involved as a special assessment 
for certification to the County Auditor for collection beginning the following year, along with current 
taxes. The assessment shall be payable in no more than ten equal annual installments pursuant 
to M.S. Ch. 429, as it may be amended from time to time. 
 
Subd. 12. Interference prohibited. It is a misdemeanor for any person to prevent, delay or 
interfere with City Administrator, Police Chief, Superintendent of Public Works, Community 
Development Director, and/or Building Official or other agent designated by the City while they 
are engaged in the performance of duty set forth in this Section. 
 
 
400.07  ENFORCEMENT.   
 
Subd. 1. Failure to remove or correct any nuisance within the time prescribed in the order notice 
constitutes a violation of this Section. Violations are subject to any combination of the remedies to 
cure provided for in this Section.  
 
Subd. 2. Stop Work Orders. The City may issue a stop work order(s) to assure compliance with 
permits and approvals or when a permit or approval is required or as otherwise authorized by 
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applicable law.  
 
Subd. 3. Abatement. The City may pursue an abatement action concerning nuisance(s) and seek 
penalties and reimbursement of costs. 
 
Subd. 4. Civil remedies. This Section may be enforced by injunction, action for abatement, or other 
appropriate civil remedy.  
 
Subd. 5. Criminal penalties. This Section may be enforced through criminal citation. Every person 
who violates any other provision of this ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon 
conviction, be subject to a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for a term of not to 
exceed 90 days, or both. Each act of violation and each day a violation occurs or continues 
constitutes a separate offense. 
 
 
 

Section 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon publication in the 
official newspaper of the City. 
 
Passed and duly adopted by the City Council of the City of Belle Plaine this 22nd day of 
January, 2019. 
  
     BY:______________________________________ 
           Christopher G. Meyer, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Dawn Meyer, City Administrator 
 
 
Published in the Herald on 01/30/2019. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BELLE PLAINE PLANNING COMMISSION  
RESOLUTION PZ-19-003 

 
 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 19-03, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND 
REPLACING CHAPTER 400 OF THE CITY CODE PERTAINING TO 

NUISANCES, OFFENSES, AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, City staff has drafted updated nuisance standards pursuant to an effort to strengthen and 
clarify code enforcement, including nuisance processing; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendment to Chapter 400 of the City Code has been reviewed by department 
heads, the City Administrator, and the City Attorney; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the proposed code amendment at a work session on December 
17, 2018 wherein the draft was considered complete and referred to the Planning Commission for 
recommendation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, on January 14, 2019 the Planning Commission reviewed Ordinance 19-03 which proposes to 
repeal and replace Chapter 400 of the City Code pertaining to nuisances. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BELLE 
PLAINE, SCOTT COUNTY, MINNESOTA, THAT:  It recommends the City Council approve Ordinance 
19-03, An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing Chapter 400 of the City Code Pertaining to Nuisances, 
Offenses, and Restrictions. 
 
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly moved by Commissioner _______, and seconded by 
Commissioner ______, and after full discussion thereof and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following Commissioners voted in favor thereof: _______________________________________. 
 
and the following voted against the same:  _____. 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  Dated this 14th day of January, 2019.  
  
 
         
___________________      _______________________  
Ashby Carter        Cynthia Smith Strack  
Chairperson        Community Development Director  
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