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	Chapter 7 Water and Sewer.pdf
	700.01  Water and Sewer Department.
	700.02  Use of Water or Sewer Systems Restricted.
	700.03  Application for Service - Procedure.
	700.04  Charges for Service Connections.
	700.05  Account Billing and Collecting.
	700.01  WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT.   
	There shall be continued within the Department of Public Works a division to be known as the Water and Sewer Department which shall be under the supervision of the Superintendent of Public Works.  The Superintendent shall be responsible for the management, maintenance, care and the operation of the water works, and the storm and sanitary sewerage system of the City.
	700.02  USE OF WATER OR SEWER SYSTEMS RESTRICTED.  
	No person shall make, use, or repair any water or sewer service connected to the City water or sewer system except pursuant to application and permit as provided in this Chapter.  No person shall make, use, or repair any installation contrary to the regulatory provisions of this Chapter.
	700.03  APPLICATION FOR SERVICE - PROCEDURE.  
	Application for water or sewer service installation shall be made to the City Administrator on forms prescribed and furnished by the City.  By his or her signature, the applicant shall agree to conform to this Chapter and to rules and regulations that may be established by the City as conditions for the use of water and sewers.  Application for service installation or for continuation of service in another name shall be made by the owner of the property to be served or by his or her agent, provided, however, that whenever a transfer of ownership for property to be served is made, the transferor shall remain liable for all utility costs and charges until proper application is made and accepted by the City.
	700.04  CHARGES FOR SERVICE CONNECTIONS.   
	Subd.  1.  Permit Fee.   No connection shall be made to the City water or sanitary sewer without a permit received from the City Administrator or his/her designee.  The fee for the permit for both water main connections and the permit for sewer connections shall be as set by the Council from time to time by resolution.  These fees shall be in addition to any fees required under Subdivisions 2 and 3.  
	Subd. 2.  Connection Fees.  When a connection requires installation of a service line from the main to the property line, the applicant shall pay to the City an amount set by Council resolution not less than the cost of making the necessary connections, taps, and installation of pipe and appurtenances to provide service to the property and the necessary street repairs before a permit shall be issued.
	Subd. 3.  Certification.  No permit shall be issued to connect with any water or sanitary sewer main unless the City Administrator certifies to the truth of one of the following or the payment required under Subdivision 4 is made:
	A.  That the lot or tract to be served has been assessed for the cost of construction of the main with which the connection is made or that proceedings for levying the assessment have been made or shall be commenced in due course; or
	B.  That the cost of construction of the main has been paid by the developer or builder platting the lot or tract; or
	C.  That, if neither of the foregoing is true, a sum equal to the portion of the cost of constructing the main which would be assessable against the lot or parcel has been paid to the City.

	Subd. 4.  Additional Connection Fee.  If no such certificate can be issued, the applicant shall pay an additional connection fee equal to the portion of the cost of construction of the main upon the same basis as any assessment previously levied against other property for the main.  The determination shall be made by the City Administrator.  If no such assessment has been levied, the assessable cost shall be determined upon the basis of the uniform charge which may have been or will be charged for similar connection with the main.  The amount shall be determined on the basis of the total assessable cost of the main as regulated in Section 602.  Where the assessable cost cannot be determined, the charge shall be fixed by resolution of the Council.
	Subd. 5.  Excavation of Public Streets.  If excavation of public streets or alleys is required in order to connect to existing water and sewer lines, an applicant shall pay to the City Administrator a sum sufficient to insure proper repair of the excavation and replacement of surface materials to restore the condition of a street or alley to its original condition.
	700.05  ACCOUNT BILLING AND COLLECTING.  
	Subd. 1 Water and Sewer Rates.  The City Council shall have authority to prescribe by resolution the rates to be charged for water and sewer service to the property owner from time to time and may prescribe the date of billing, a discount for payment within a prescribed period and/or penalty for failure to pay within the period and such further rules and regulations relative to the use and operation of such the system as it may deem necessary from time to time.
	Subd. 2.  Accounts Responsibility of Property Owner.  All accounts shall be the responsibility of the property owner unless the owner informs the City in writing that the account shall be carried in the name of another person.  In any case, the owner shall remain liable for water supplied to the owner's property, whether the owner is occupying the property or not, and any charges unpaid shall be assessed to the property tax statement and be a lien on the property. 
	Subd. 3.  Bills for Service.  Water service charges shall be billed with sewer service charges.  Bills shall specify the water consumed in accordance with the rates established by City Council resolution.
	Subd. 4.  Delinquent Accounts.  All charges for water and sewer shall be due on the date specified by the City in its bill for the respective account and shall be delinquent ten days thereafter.  The City shall endeavor to collect delinquent accounts promptly.  In any case, where satisfactory arrangements for payment have not been made, the Public Works Department may, after the procedural requirements of Subdivision 5 of this Section have been complied with, discontinue service to the delinquent customer by shutting off the water at the stop box. When water service to any premises has been discontinued, service shall not be restored except upon the payment of all delinquent bills and a fee for turning off and turning on the water as set by Council resolution.  Delinquent accounts shall be certified to the City Administrator who shall prepare an assessment roll each year providing for assessment of the delinquent amounts against the respective properties served.  The assessment role shall be delivered to the Council for adoption.  Such action is optional and may be subsequent to taking legal action to collect delinquent accounts.  A penalty for delinquent payments is authorized and shall be established by Council resolution.
	(Ord. 02-12, Section 700.06, Adopted June 3, 2002.)
	SECTION 701.00  WATER USE.
	701.01  General Water Provisions. 
	701.02  Water Meters.
	701.03  Plumbing Regulations.
	701.04  Liability Provisions.

	701.01 GENERAL WATER PROVISIONS.
	Subd. 1.  Use of Public Water Service Required.  It shall be unlawful for any person to install a private water system which is intended to provide water for human consumption in the City except in cases where the public water is not accessible to the premises where the private systems are requested.  To determine whether or not the public water is available for connection, each person or corporation desiring, to install a private water system shall first make application for connection to a public system.  Upon determination by the City that it is not feasible to connect the applicant's premises to the public water system the applicant shall then be granted a permit to install a private water system in accordance with all appropriate State and local regulations.  When public water becomes available to the in premises, connection with that public system shall be required.
	Subd. 2.  Discontinuance of Service.  The City may discontinue service to any water consumer without notice for necessary repairs or, upon notice as provided in this Chapter for nonpayment of charges, or for violation of rules and regulations affecting utility service.
	Subd. 3. Turning on Water, Tapping Mains.  No person except an authorized City employee shall turn on any water supply at the stop box, or tap any distributing main or pipe of the water supply system, or insert a stop cork or other appurtenants therein.
	Subd. 4.  Repair of Leaks.  The property owner shall be responsible for maintaining the service pipe from the main into the building served.  If the property owner fails to repair any leak in the service pipe within  24 hours after notice by the City, the City may turn the water off.  The water shall not then be turned on again until a fee in an amount that is set from time to time by Council resolution has been paid to the City.  When the waste of water is great or damage is likely to result from the leak, the City shall turn the water off immediately upon the giving of notice if repair is not commenced immediately. 
	Subd. 5.  Use of Fire Hydrants.  No person other than an authorized City employee or fire fighter shall operate a fire hydrant or interfere in any way with the City water system without first obtaining authority to do so from the City Administrator or Public Works Superintendent.
	Subd. 6.  Private Water Supply.  No water pipe of the City water supply system shall be connected with any pump, well, or tank that is connected with any other source of water supply.  When any such connection is found, the City Administrator or Public Works Superintendent shall notify the owner to sever the connection and if this is not done immediately, the City shall turn off the water supply forthwith.  Before any new connection to the City system shall be permitted, City employees shall ascertain that no cross-connection shall exist when a new connection is made.
	Subd. 8.  Violations.  Violators of this Subsection shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a penalty as set by State Statute.  
	701.02  WATER METERS.
	Subd.  1.  Meters Required.  Except for extinguishing of fires, no person other than an authorized City employee shall use water from the City water supply system or permit water to be drawn therefrom unless the water passes through a meter supplied or approved by the City.  No person not authorized by the City Administrator or Public Works Superintendent shall connect, disconnect, take apart, or in any manner chance or interfere with any meter or its use.
	Subd. 2.  Installation, Ownership and Control.  Water meters shall be installed by authorized City personnel.  The City shall maintain ownership and control of the water meter.  The City may require a nonrefundable deposit for the cost of the meter.
	Subd. 3.  Remote and Radio Meter Reading Registers.
	A.  Policy of the City.  It is the policy of the City to require remote and/or radio water meter reading registers on all premises.  The water meter reading register shall be in conformity with all other registers within the City.  As such, all property owners shall be required to install conforming water meter reading registers within a period of time as designated by the City Council.  The City shall not be obligated to furnish water to an residence which does not provide a remote and/or radio water meter reading register in conformity with all other water meter reading registers.  If the parties to a sale and purchase do not provide for responsibility for such installation, it shall be the responsibility of the new owner to provide for the required installation.
	B.  Installation and Cost.  Installation of remote and/or radio water meter reading registers shall be performed by authorized City personnel.  The property owner shall be responsible for the cost of installation by said personnel.  The radio read unit shall be added as a fee upon the issuance of a building permit for new construction.  The fee shall be as set by Council resolution.  In all cases, connection of the remote register and the water meter shall be performed by the City.
	C.  Location.  The location of the remote register on the exterior of a building shall be near an existing electric or gas meter in such a location as to minimize any potential and unsightly aspects of the installation.  If the user and the Public Works Department cannot agree on the location of the remote register, the question of the City requirement shall be appealed to the City Administrator and to the City Council, in that order.
	D.  General Provisions.  All provisions of this Code applicable to ownership, maintenance, reading and testing of water meters shall also apply to remote water meter reading registers.
	E.  Meter Maintenance.  The City shall maintain and repair at its expense any meter that has become unserviceable through ordinary wear and tear and shall replace it if necessary.  Where repair or replacement is made necessary by act or neglect of the owner or occupant of the premises it serves, any City expense caused thereby shall be charged against and collected from the property owner, and water service may be disconnected until the cause is corrected and the amount charged is paid.  The property owner or consumer shall notify the City of any injury to or the nonworking of any meter as soon as it comes to his or her knowledge.
	F.  Complaints; meter testing.  When a property owner complains that the bill for any past service period is excessive, the City shall have the meter reread on request.  If still dissatisfied, the consumer may, on written request and the deposit of an amount set from time to time by Council resolution, have the meter tested.  If the test shows an error in the City's favor exceeding five percent of the water consumed, the register shall be deemed inaccurate, the meter testing deposit shall be refunded and an accurate meter shall be installed, and the bill shall be adjusted accordingly.  The adjustment shall not extend back more than one service period from the date of the written request.  If the meter is found to be accurate, the deposit of the property owner shall be forfeited.
	G.  Meter reading and inspection.  Authorized meter readers shall have free access at reasonable hours of the day to all parts of every building and premises connected with the City water supply system in order to read meters and make inspections.  Property owner or occupant shall be prohibited from obstructing the water meter so as to prohibit the reading or repairing of the meter.
	H.  Meter readings.  City Council may provide for a system of water meter reading, by any method deemed suitable for that purpose by the Council.  The Council may also establish billing, areas or districts and provide for the reading of meters and billing, monthly charges or such period intervals as the Council shall determine suitable and necessary from time to time.

	Subd. 4 Water Meter Regulations
	A.  All applications for installation, maintenance and repair of water meters shall be made to the City and the City shall proceed to comply with the application within a reasonable time thereafter.
	B.  No person, other than the City or its designee, shall maintain or repair any water meter used within the City limits.  Every water meter connected to the water system shall be sealed by or under the direction of the City, and no other person shall break or remove the seal; provided however, that a plumber licensed to do business in the State of Minnesota may break such the seal to remove such the meter for necessary repairs. In all cases where a seal is broken or a meter is removed by a licensed plumber, the plumber shall notify the City of the fact within 24 hours after the seal is broken or the meter is removed.  Whenever any seal attached to a water meter by or under the direction of the City is found broken, the broken condition of the seal shall be prima facie evidence that the seal was broken contrary to the terms and provisions of and in violation of this Chapter.

	Subd. 5.  
	Subd. 6.  Compliance Required.
	A.  Connections.  No connection of water services shall be made to any house or other building unless the plumbing therein has been installed pursuant to the State Plumbing Code and the provisions of this Chapter, and inspected, provided that this shall apply only to construction which has not been completed prior to adoption of this Chapter.
	B.  Consumers.  Every person applying for water service, every owner of property for which any such application is made, every person where such service is accepted subsequent to the effective date hereof of the enactment of this Code shall be deemed, upon making such the application or accepting the service, to consent to all rules, regulations and rates as established by this Chapter and as may hereafter be set forth and adopted by the Council by resolution or ordinance.

	701.03  PLUMBING REGULATIONS.   
	Subd. 1.  Service Pipes.  Every service pipe shall be laid with sufficient bend to allow not less than one foot of extra length and in such manner as to prevent rupture by settlement.  The service pipe shall be placed not less than six feet below the surface and be so arranged as to prevent rupture by freezing.  A shut-off or other stop cork with waste valve of the size and strength required shall be placed close to the inside wall of the building and be well protected from freezing.  Copper tubing or polyethylene pipe SDR 9, copper tube size (CTS) with a minimum pressure rating of 200 p.s.i., accompanied by a #10 copper wire shall be used for all services of two inches or less. The polyethylene pipe shall conform to ASTM Number D-2737 and NSF Number 3408.  Ford Insert Stiffners made of solid 304-tubular stainless steel, dimpled and flanged to retain placement within polyethylene service pipe. Joints on copper tubing shall be as few as possible and not more than one joint shall be used for service up to seventy (70) feet in length.  Each joint shall be left uncovered until inspected by the City.  Every service over two inches shall be cast iron or ductal iron.  Other material may be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works.  Connections with the mains for domestic supply shall be at least three-fourths of an inch per residential unit, or equivalent. (Ord. 06-10, Section 701.03, Adopted August 21, 2006).
	Subd. 2.  Water Meter Setting.  Every water meter shall be installed in accordance with the following provisions:
	A.  Service pipe from the water main to the meter shall be brought through the floor in vertical position where the pipe enters the building.  The stop and waste valve shall be 12 inches above the floor.
	B.  The bottom of the meter shall be between six (6) and twelve (12) inches above the finished floor line.  The meter shall be set not more than 12 inches horizontally from the inside line of the basement wall unless a different position is approved by the City Administrator or the City Administrator's designee.  A suitable bracket shall be provided to support the meter in a proper vertical position and prevent noise from vibration.
	C.  Each meter installation shall have a stop and waste valve on the street side of the meter.  In no case shall more than 12 inches of pipe be exposed between a point of entrance through the basement floor and the stop and waste valve.  A stop and waste valve shall also be installed in the house side of the meter.
	D.  The water pipe connecting with the main shall not exceed two feet under the basement floor from the inside of the basement wall to the water meter connection.
	E.  Deviation from the installation specifications in this Subdivision shall be by variance pursuant to the City Code.

	701.04 LIABILITY PROVISIONS.
	Subd. 1.  Repairs.  After the initial connection has been made to the water main the applicant, owner, occupant or user of the premises shall be liable for all repairs required to any water line necessary for connection of the premises to the street main including any repairs necessary to the main itself and any necessary street repairs.  It shall be the responsibility of the applicant, owner, occupant and user to maintain the stop box at such height as shall insure that it remains above the finished grade of the property.
	Subd. 2.  For Failure to System.  The City shall not be held liable at any time for any deficiency or failure in the supply of water to any customer whether the same be occasioned by shutting off the water for repairs or connections or for any cause whatsoever.
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